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Stunning, diorama illustrations bring to life this lullaby of a picture book about celebrating

everyday things that make life wonderful.I am thankful for a home where I am safe and

warm.Thankful for parents who read me stories and comb my hair gently, gently. Who whisper

the same poem every night when they tuck me in.When the first snow falls, a little girl writes

down the things she’s thankful for on strips of paper and links them together. As one idea leads

to another, her chain grows longer. There’s so much good in her life: a friend, things that are

warm, things that are cold, color, things that can be fixed. This beautiful story is a much-

needed reminder to observe and honor life’s small joys.

A child enumerates all the things to be thankful for throughout the year.At the beginning of

each year, a child starts making a “thankful chain” to last through December, writing on each

paper link something to give thanks for. As the child moves through the daily routines, there are

many things to be thankful for, both at home and out and about. Though the sentiment is

worthy, the text feels more adult-driven than childlike. It is hard to imagine a young child

expressing thanks for “love and dreams, night and morning. For a moon and sun that always

come back” or saying, “I am thankful for a heart that beats, and every breath, in and out.”

Nevertheless, the book could be used as a springboard to help children notice, appreciate, and

enjoy the small gifts of life. The illustrations for the book are hand-built 3-D dioramalike sets,

made from paper and cardboard, that are quite remarkable. Charming, engaging, and chock-

full of little details, they will transfix readers. The family—mother, father, infant sibling, and the

narrator—appears to be an interracial one. Mother and children have dark hair and olive skin;

the father present White. They and other characters are represented as paper cutouts, drawn

with lively lines and colored, then collaged into the scenes. (This book was reviewed digitally.)A

visual delight, best used to motivate appreciation of the world around us. (Picture book. 4-8)

(Kirkus Reviews August 1, 2021)About the AuthorElaine Vickers is the author of the middle

grade novels Like Magic and Paper Chains, which have received starred reviews, Whitney

Award nominations, Mighty Girl’s Book of the Year picks, PJ Library licenses, and sold

translations in four languages. She is also the author of the forthcoming YA novel, Fadeaway,

and picture books Thankful and How to Make a Memory. In her non-writing life, Elaine teaches

college chemistry. She lives with her family in Utah.Samantha Cotterill has written and

illustrated many popular books for children, including the Little Senses series. The Wall Street

Journal praised her “fabulously fun artwork” in Jinx and the Doom Fight Crime! by Lisa

Mantchev and called it an “exuberant picture book.” She also illustrated Just Add Glitter by

Angela DiTerlizzi, which The New York Times called “a sparkle of genius.” Samantha lives with

her family in upstate New York. Learn more at SamanthaCotterill.com. 
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GnL, “Perfect for classroom read aloud. As an elementary school counselor I am always

looking for excellent books to incorporate into my classroom guidance lessons. This book

worked perfectly and I adapted it for use in grades K-5. We spent time looking over the method

used to illustrate this book (very unique!) and followed the reading by making a class gratitude

chain. I am linking the chains from every class in the school to decorate the opening foyer for

the holidays. This book teaches a lovely lesson and is perfect for the holidays when kids tend

to get the "greedy gimme's." This book has been unifying for my school and helps keep the

focus on gratitude.”

Jane, “Thankful. This charming picture book sweetly draws attention to exactly what the world

needs right now: more gratitude, more kindness, more acknowledging the simple joys of life.”

S. McBH, “Probably my favorite picture book of 2021!. This book has been a constant read in

our family. The message is wonderful and the illustrations are just THE best. The message of

being thankful travels beyond just Thanksgiving time so I think this can be used either a

bedtime, sharing in small groups with students or as a gift to a loved one.”

Library, “Great for Teachers. Loved the illustrations and the idea to record blessings to be

thankful for.”

Brenda O., “An instant favorite!. It's lovely in every way. The message of gratitude is beautiful

and the illustrations are so captivating! Just to name a few...there's diversity in it's characters,

split duties between the parents of the baby, and a Montessori classroom within the pictures.”

Tasha, “Lovely for All Ages. Sometimes we think that picture books are just for younger

readers, but as I was flipping through Thankful, particularly now, I found the opportunity to take

in these words was a sort of meditation and just the kind of healing I needed. Additionally, the

chance to lengthen that quiet through pondering the incredible illustrations completed my love

of this picture book. While my own children are older, those still living with me shared they had

a similar experience. This is a book that heals with gentle love.”

Jessica at Cracking the Cover, “Could be start of new tradition. Thankful is a beautiful book

from beginning to end. From the idea that, “Every year when the first snow falls, we make

thankful chains to last us through December,” to listing all the things — big and small — to be

grateful for, this book oozes joy and appreciation.Elaine Vickers’ gentle and loving prose sets

the framework for some amazing art by Samantha Cotterill. And when I say amazing, I mean it.

Her hand built three-dimensional sets photographed with a digital SLR camera are unlike

anything I’ve ever seen. There’s such a sense of movement and space that you feel almost like

you are watching a movie, even though the pages are static. It seriously is so cool.I suggest

buying Thankful not as a lead up to Thanksgiving but for the day itself. Reading it, and then

creating your own chains for the month of December would be a great family activity — and I

think for my family — the start of a new tradition.”

Ann Braden, “An Instant Classic. This book is the most beautiful picture book I've read in a

long time. As soon as you start reading it, it surrounds and comforts you. And no matter how

grumpy you were feeling before, it manages to carry you to the most special place of all, the



place of gratitude.”

The book by Elaine Vickers has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 64 people have provided feedback.
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